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very copiously explained ; and it has been asserted that by
passing it, we shall show ourselves the patrons of vice,
the defenders of debauchery, and the promoters of drunk-
enness.

It has been declared, that in consequence of this law,
by which the use of distilled liquors is intended to be re-
strained, the retailers of them will be multiplied, and mul-
tiplied without end; till the corruption, which is already
too extensive, is become general, and the nation is trans-
formed into a herd of drunkards.

With regard to the uses to which the money which shall
arise from this tax is to be applied, though it has been
more than once mentioned in this debate, I shall pass it
over, as without any connexion with the question before
us. To confound different topicks may be useful to those
whose design is to impose upon the inattention or weakness
of their opponents, as they may be enabled by it to alter
sometimes the state of the controversy, and to hide their
fallacies in perplexity and confusion; but always to be
avoided by those who endeavour to discover and to esfa-
-blish truth, who dispute not to confound but to convince,
and who intend not to disturb the publick deliberations,
but assist them.

I shall, therefore, my lords, only endeavour to show that
the consequence, of which some lords express, and I be-
lieve with sincerity, such dreadful apprehensions, is not in
reality to be feared from this bill; that it will probably pro-
mote the purpose for which it is declared to be calculated,
and that it will by no means produce that havock in the
liuman species which seems to be suspected, or diffuse
that corruption through the people which has been confi-
dently foretold.

, The present state of this vice, my lords, has been fully
explained, as well by those who oppose the bill as by those
who defend it. The use of distilled liquors is now prohi-
bited by a penal law, but the execution of this law, as of
all others of the same kind, necessarily supposes a regular
information of the breach of it to be laid before the magis-
trate. The people consider this law, however just or ne-